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tions and CVs. These are grouped logi-
cally, making the setting of CVs easier.
Everything is on the screen in front of you.
When you want to change the type of horn
on a locomotive, just pull down the menu,
click on the one you want, click the button
to write the changes to the decoder, and it
is done. There is no looking up a table to
see what value I putin that field to select a
Nathan three-chime air horn. The process
is the same for changing any CV. Plus, you
can test your changes right then and there.
When I started using DCC decoders, I had
to make notes about CV29, which does
several things such as using a long address
or short, what is the normal direction of
travel, and so forth. Now, you just click
what you want on the screen, and there is
not even simple math addition required
any longer. Another feature I really like is
that all my decoder information and set-
tings are stored in a roster. Should I have
a decoder go bad, I can program another
from the saved data.

DecoderPro is computer-based soft-
ware running on JAVA, and you will need
a computer. Most of us have at least one,
sometimes several. I have DecoderPro on
two laptops and one tower. There are JMRI
versions to run on Mac OS X, Windows,
and Linux. You will also need to download
a copy of JAVA, which is also free.

Windows 7-10 and Vista SP2 can run
the current version of JMRI. You will need a
current copy of JAVA 8. Windows2000 SP3
and XP systems can run JMRI 2.14.1 using
JAVA 1.6. Windows 98 can run JMRI 2.8.
So, you don’t need the latest new computer
and operating system to use JMRL

MAC OS X version 10.8.3 “Mountain
Lion,” 10.9 “Maverick,” 10.10 “Yosemite,”
and 10.11 “El Capitan” can run the current
version of JMRI. Go to https://sourceforge.
net/projects/jmri/ 2source=directory to
download a current copy to your computer.

You will also need a device between
your computer and a programming track
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Programming Mode | Direct Bit Mode & |

Decoder installed:
- TSU-1000 Heavy Steam

| TSU-1000 Lt Logging Steam

rCreate Basic Roster Entry

Roster Id | <new loco> , {

" TSU-1000 DRGW C-Class Steam
, " TSU-1000 DRGW K-Class Steam
% TSU-1000 SP Cab Forward Steam
7 TSU-1000 Southern Steam
" TSU-4664N Challenger
» [ Tsunami Steam Bachmann OEM
¥ [l Tsunami Steam Genesis OEM
" Bighoy 4-8-8-4
| Challenger 4-6-6-4
5 FEF-3 4-8-4
Y MT-4 4-8-2
I N Challenger
¥ [ Tsunami Steam Intermountain OEM
5 HO 'SP AC12
¥ [ Tsunami Steam Walthers OEM
USRA 0-8-0

Analog (DC) Operation | DC conversion enabled  : |

Active DCC Address:

| Read type from decoder |

| Read | | Write | | Save |

idle

| Open Comprehensive Programmer | §

" Consist | Advanced | Sound | Sound Levels | CVs | Equalizer | DDE | ASC | L

ID: 5000 i,
Road Name: ATSF. ; 4/}
Road Number: 5000° |
Manufacturer: Dong Jen Models
Owner: Tony
Model: 2-10-4
DCC Address:
Throttle Speed Limit (%): | 100/~
Comment: -
L2
¢ 2!
Decoder Family: Econami Steam
Decoder Model: ECO-100 Steam
Decoder Comment: -
v
| [*]
Date Modified: May 11, 2016 9:07:20 PM

Lﬂve to Roster

Reset to defaults

such as LocoBuffer-USB from RR-CirKits,
Digitrax PR3, or one of the SPROG ver-
sions. I have used SPROG3 and PR3
with success. My friend Paul Myers uses
LocoBufter-USB and is very pleased with
it. They all work.

Lastly, you will need a programming
track. I made my programming track sev-
eral years ago before using DecoderPro. It
started as a car test track with a coupler
height gauge at each end and an Atlas re-
railer in the middle to make quick work

of getting a car on the rails for checking
coupler height, and so forth. I made this
on a 1x4 oak board 25 inches long (see
opposite page). Any type of wood will
suffice, and any length long enough to get
your longest cars on the track with about
50 percent room to spare will work. I
marked several car lengths from 30 to 90
feet with corresponding target weights in
ounces and grams to conform to NMRA
RP20 for car weights. All my rolling stock
goes through an 18-point check for appear-
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